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So I believe that the new administration
will find that these three developments are
all positive, and I think that the relationship
between the U.S. and Europe will be posi-
tive. Will there be trade disputes and other
disputes? Of course there will. But that’s nat-
ural, and I would say that those are high-
class problems.

We’re not worried about the survival of
freedom here. We’re not worried about the
survival of our democracy. We’re not worried
about whether we share the same values. So
I feel very good about this, and I think the
future will be quite good between the United
States and Europe.

Thank you. It’s been a great honor. These
men have done a great job, and I’ve enjoyed
their personal friendship and our partner-
ship, both of them. I’m very, very grateful.

Q. Will you meet again?
President Clinton. I certainly hope so.

You know, they might not have as much time
for me when I’m out of office, but I’ll have
more time. And I love France, and I love
Italy, so maybe I can find some reason to
walk the streets and see the people, be of
some use in the future.

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:09 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. The President
met with President Chirac in his capacity as Presi-
dent of the European Council and President
Romano Prodi of the European Commission. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this exchange.

Declaration by the United States and
the European Union on the
Responsibilities of States and on
Transparency Regarding Arms
Exports
December 18, 2000

The United States and the European
Union share a common vision on the ques-
tion of arms export controls. That is why we
have decided to work jointly to encourage
all arms exporting countries to adopt the
principles and degree of transparency which
we apply to our own exports. We are agreed
that we have special responsibilities in this
respect. Accordingly, together we will pursue

the promotion of these principles with rigor
and seriousness of purpose.

The European Union expressed, very early
on, its determination to promote common
high-level standards in this field with the
adoption in 1991 and 1992 by the Luxem-
bourg and Lisbon European Councils of the
first set of common criteria for arms exports.
The adoption in 1998 of the EU Code of
Conduct for arms exports was a new step for-
ward as it introduced a mechanism for notifi-
cations and consultations, the only one of its
kind. Since its entry into force in June 1998,
the Code of Conduct has helped to increase
significantly the level of transparency in arms
exports and to promote convergence of the
national arms export policies implemented
by Member States. The European Union en-
courages other countries to adhere to the
principles of the code of conduct and wel-
comes the fact that 17 countries have de-
clared they would apply these principles to
their own export decisions.

The United States, for its part, maintains
comprehensive national arms export control
policies, including registration of manufac-
turers and exporters of defense articles and
services subject to U.S. jurisdiction, wide-
ranging controls on exports of defense serv-
ices, manufacturing licenses, technical assist-
ance and brokering transactions, rigorous
case-by-case review of applications or other
requests for approval, requirements for U.S.
government consent for retransfers of U.S.
origin defense articles and services, and ef-
fective enforcement measures including a
vigorous program of pre- and post-shipment
monitoring of U.S. arms transfers. The
United States has also supported efforts to
strengthen international and multilateral
controls involving greater responsibility,
transparency and restraint. The United
States has welcomed and expressed its strong
support for the principles embodied in the
EU Code of Conduct for Arms Exports,
which are consistent with the U.S. arms
transfer policy criteria. In furtherance of
these policies and efforts, the United States
has recently proposed the development and
negotiation of an ‘‘international arms sales
code of conduct’’ as a means of promoting
principles and practices of responsibility,
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transparency and restraint on a wider inter-
national scale.

In deciding to collaborate in the pro-
motion of these principles regarding arms ex-
ports, the United States and the European
Union reaffirm the right of States to acquire
the means of self-defense, consistent with the
UN Charter Implementation of stringent and
responsible controls by exporting States is a
sine qua non for the acceptable conduct of
arms exports. The efficiency of such controls
is enhanced by a close dialogue between the
licensing authorities and the exporting com-
panies.

We reaffirm the fundamental importance
we attach to the promotion of democracy and
the respect for human rights. For this reason,
we deem it crucial to avoid export of military
equipment when there is reason to believe
that it will be used for internal repression
or violation of internationally recognized
human rights and fundamental freedoms.

We also stress that arms transfers should
not contribute to or result in excessive or de-
stabilizing arms accumulations, regional in-
stability, armed aggression, the precipitation,
escalation or aggravation of internal or inter-
state conflicts, proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction and missiles capable of de-
livering them, international terrorism, or in
arms diversion. We reiterate the fundamental
importance of respect, by all countries, of
international commitments, in particular
arms embargoes imposed by the United Na-
tions Security Council and other competent
international bodies.

Illicit trafficking and diversion of military
equipment are also serious concerns. We will
continue to exercise particular vigilance with
regard to exports of small arms and light
weapons. We adopted a joint declaration on
‘‘Common Principles on Small Arms and
Light Weapons’’, on December 17, 1999,
which encompasses these standards. We sup-
port the Moratorium and the Code of Con-
duct adopted by ECOWAS in 1999 and as-
sert our intention to respect the Morato-
rium’s principles when examining export ap-
plications at the national level.

In this context, the United States and the
European Union have decided to act jointly
to encourage all arms exporting countries to
submit their export decisions to rigorous cri-

teria and to greater transparency. In par-
ticular, we commit ourselves to promoting
the highest possible standards of conduct and
enhanced export control practices based on
our shared principles of responsibility, trans-
parency and restraint, including:

• implementation of stringent national
controls over exports of arms and mili-
tary equipment, and of related tech-
nologies;

• authorization of exports of arms and
military equipment, and of related tech-
nologies only after an in-depth review
of the internal situation of the buyer
country and of the regional context in
order to assure that such exports are not
likely to create or heighten internal ten-
sions or conflicts, to be used for the vio-
lation of human rights, to threaten
peace and regional stability, or be di-
verted or re-exported in undesirable
conditions; and

• promotion of transparency by regularly
circulating public information at the na-
tional level on authorized arms transfers
and supporting expanded transparency
regarding arms exports in the com-
petent international fora, including the
United Nations Register of Conven-
tional Arms, the OSCE and the
Wassenaar Arrangement.

The United States and the European
Union affirm their commitment to work to-
gether to promote the aforementioned prin-
ciples and enhanced export control practices.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement of the United States and
the European Union on Building
Consumer Confidence in
E-Commerce and the Role of
Alternative Dispute Resolution
December 18, 2000

In the U.S.-EU Joint Statement on Elec-
tronic Commerce issued in December 1997,
we agreed to work towards important goals
and objectives in the area of electronic com-
merce. We now reaffirm these important
goals and objectives, including the agreement
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